Sheep Dip 'Old
Hebridean
' 1990 vintage, 40%
A marriage of Dalmore,
Fettercairn, and Ardbeg, and their
personalities certainly show. The
whisky was blended and then aged
for an additional 15 years -- very
atypical. The marriage of the three
really works very well, combining
a rich sweetness (honeyed malt,
toffee) with spice, brine, vanilla,
bitter chocolate, charcoal,
espresso, tobacco, cigar ash,
subtle marmalade, and firm -- but
not dominating -- leafy peat
smoke. Thick, nicely-textured
body, too. Lingering brine and
smoke on the finish. Delicious as it
is, | can only imagine what it
would be like bottled at 46% and
not chill-filtered. (I probably would
be bumping it up a few points.)
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